JULY-SEPTEMBER 2021

Feast of St Padre Pio at St Anne's Friary Mangaluru

The feast of St Padre Pio was celebrated on 23 September 2021 at Portiuncula
Chapel, Bejai. Rev Fr Alban D'Souza, the Rector of St Lawrence Minor Basilica,
Attur, was the chief celebrant. The chief celebrant in his homily said that Padre
Pio is an inspiration to all the families to have a strong faith foundation, giving
importance to prayer life and living the values taught by Christ.
On this occasion the Bible Diary 2022 was released. Br Paul Melwyn D'Souza
thanked all for participating in the Novena and festal Mass. He explained about
`Capuchin Manna Project’, a new venture of the Capuchins, feeding the hungry on
every Friday. He invited the people to participate in this venture by providing
food ingredients, or financial support. Around 400 people actively participated in
the annual feast celebration.
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Post Novitiate Brothers'
Exposure Program

Free Vaccination Camp
@ St Anne’s Friary

The Post Novitiate brothers were privileged to be a part of social action week at
Vimukti Pothnal from 13-19 September 2021.
It was animated and guided by Br Satish
Fernandes. They were introduced to a number
of activities and initiatives that aimed at the betterment of children, youth, women and adults.
Their visit to Raichur, helped them to closely
work with the Child Line Program coupled with
practical experience in the field. The mission
exposure at Vimukti took them to a new horizon of social work.

A free vaccination camp was organized on
15 September, 2021 at Divine Mercy Retreat
Centre with the collaboration of Mangalore City
Corporation Health Centre, Lions Club Bejai
and St Anne's Capuchin fathers. Around 800
people benefitted from the camp. Brs Richard
Quadras, Lancy Rebello, Prem Dsouza and
other Capuchin fathers of St Anne's Friary, Divine mercy core committee, Lion's Club members, Assisi House boys and some volunteers
of MCC Health centre extended their helping
hand in making the free vaccination camp a success.

Guardians' Annual Retreat
@ Shanthi Sadhana
Six days long Guardians' Annual Retreat was
held at FISI, Bangalore. Br Bobby Jose
Kattikad, a friar from St Francis of Assisi Capuchin Province, Kerala was the preacher. On
the first day of the retreat, Manna - Prayers
before and after meals, was released by Br
Bobby Jose and Br Alwyn Dias, Provincial Minister along with Br Maxim D'Silva.
On the last day of retreat, the Guardians gave a hearing to the presentation of financial status
of the Province by Br Vijesh, the Provincial Treasurer and to the presentation of administration
made by Br Maxim, Provincial Administrator.
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Inauguration of Asha Kiran
Deaddiction Centre @ Palya, Hassan

Diaconal Ordination
@ Deena Seva Ashram, Bangalore

Asha Kiran. Palya is the third Deaddiction
Centre of the Karnataka Capuchins which was
inaugurated by Br Alwyn Dias on 11 August
2021 and dedicated it to the service of humanity. The Blessing of the center was done by Most
Rev. Dr Anthony Swamy Bishop of
Chickmagalur. He wished the center to be healing source to the persons with addiction. The
chief guests Fr John Paul, Parish Priest of
Matasagara Church, Mr K.S. Manjegowda,
political leader, Mr. S.N. Prakash, Gram
Panchayat President, applauded the work and
assured their continued support.

Nine deacon brothers were ordained by
the archbishop of Bangalore Most Rev. Peter
Machado at Deena Seva Ashram Chapel.
Among the nine ordained, five brothers
were from Holy Trinity Province, Karnataka,
Dn. Hubert Sangtam, Dn. Lawrence Wilson
Rodrigues, Dn. Samson Pinto, Dn. Nelson
D'Souza, Dn. Vincent Raj; three from the
Benedictines of Ashirvanam Monastery
namely Dn. Durgappa, Dn. Sunil Ekka, Dn.
Pudota Joseph Pradeep Kumar and one from
the Order of Friars Minor, St. Thomas Province namely Dn. Nidheesh M. John.
May the Lord guide them and fill them with
joy and untiring love in all the days of their life.

New Venture of Karnataka
Capuchins: Capuchin Manna
A novel venture to feed the poor and
destitute has been started at St Anne’s Friary by the Capuchins. The provincial minister Br Alwyn Dias inaugurated the venture
on 20 September 2021 during his pastoral
visit to St Anne’s Friary.
Food will be prepared utitlizing the rice,
provisions and other food items donated by
well wishers and will be distributed to needy
people on Fridays. Donors are most welcome to contribute.
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Inauguration of the Orientation
Program @ Dayalbagh Ashram, Ujire

Inauguration of Postulancy
@ Assisi Nilaya, Moodubelle

The inauguration of the Orientation
Program took place on 18 August 2021. The
inaugural Eucharist was celebrated by Br Paul
Melwyn D'Souza, Vicar Provincial. 11 new
candidates were officially welcomed with
flowers by the Aspirants, with TAU by the
Guardian, and with welcoming words by Br
Paul Melwyn D'Souza. Thanks to all the
Vocation Promoters for their hard work.

Academic year 2021-2022 was
inaugurated on July 15, 2021 at Assisi Nilaya,
Moodubelle in the presence of Br Peter
Cyprian D'Souza, the councilor.

Inauguration of the New Academic
Year @ Kripalaya, Mysore

Inauguration of the Post Novitiate
Academic Year @ Pothnal

Inauguration of the new Academic Year
2021-22 at Kripalaya, Institute of Philosophy
& Religion was done with Recollection, inaugural
Mass and Lectio brevis.

The new academic year 2021-22 was
inaugurated at Clara Vihar, Pothnal with the
inaugural Mass and introduction of the post
novitiate program.
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Adieu to
Br Clifford Fernandes OFM Cap.
Perp. Profession: 17 May 1998
Ordination: 14 January 2002
Eternal Abode: 19 July 2021

Born: 14 March 1970
Vested: 14 May 1991
Tem. Profession: 15 May 1992

"For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord's" (Rom 14:8).
In the time of Covid-19 pandemic, when 'sickness and death' have become the talk of the day,
sister death embraced our dear brother Clifford Fernandes. In his death the Church has lost an
able shepherd. The Capuchin Order and in particular the Holy Trinity Capuchin Province of
Karnataka has lost a friar and most of all the Fernandes family of Upper Kasarkod has lost their
beloved son and a loving brother. All of us are shocked and saddened by the sudden demise of Br
Clifford. Yet with faith in the Risen Lord we accept this bitter fact and raise our prayers for his
eternal repose.
Br Clifford was born on 15 March 1970 at St Sebastian Parish, Upper Kasarkod, Honavar
in the diocese of Karwar to a devout couple, namely late Juje Fernandes and Madthine D'Silva.
He was the eldest among the 5 siblings (2 brothers and 2 sisters). Br Clifford completed his
primary education at the government school at Kasarkod. To pursue his high school studies, he
went to Arogya Matha School, Gundibala; during those 3 years he was in boarding school. Thereafter heeding the divine call to serve God as a priest, he joined the Capuchins. He completed his
PU studies at St Aloysius College, Mangalore and during his philosophy he completed his graduation in Arts from Mysore University.
He was ordained as priest on 14 January 2002 at Chickmagalur. After his ordination, he was
placed at Bala Yesu Nivas, Chickmagalur, as a member till May 2004; then he was posted to St
Antony's Church Gangondanahalli, Bangalore. For a period of 2 years he was appointed as treasurer. During this time, he also qualified himself with B.Ed. In 2006, for a year he served as parish
priest and principal at Clara Vihar, Potnal. From 2007 to 2010 he was placed as a member of
Assisi Vihar, Shirwad, Karwar. In 2013 he was appointed as guardian in the same fraternity. From
2014 November to 2016 June he was assigned as assistant parish priest at Holy Family Church,
Brahmavar. Later from 2016 to 2019 he was appointed as guardian and parish priest at St Antony's
Church, Hosanagar.
From May 2019 to November 2020, he was once again placed at Assisi Vihar, as guardian,
spiritual assistant of OFS and vocation promoter. As he was diabetic from the beginning of his
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priestly life, his health was gradually deteriorating. By now his eyesight was badly affected and
showed signs of renal disorder. In spite of his ill health, he was enthusiastic in preaching retreats.
While he was preaching a retreat at Belgaum, he collapsed and was rushed to the hospital. After
few a days, for better treatment he was shifted to Father Muller Hospital, Kankandy. During this
time, the provincial minister appointed him as the member at St Anne's Friary, Mangaluru, in
view of better medical care and assistance. He had to undergo dialysis regularly. After sometime
he desired to take rest at home for a few days. Due to lockdown, he could not return from home
and hence he had to continue his dialysis at Honavar. During his prolonged stay at home the
guardian of St Joseph's Friary, Lower Kasarkod, Br Sudeep Santan, Br Edwin Monis, chaplain
at St Ignatius Hospital, Honavar, and Br Salvador Rujar from Shirwad, visited him regular.
During his last days of sickness and suffering, his family members especially his mother,
brothers and sisters rendered good care. On July 18 his condition worsened and he was immediately rushed to Father Muller Hospital, Kankanady. Initially, he showed some improvement
but on the 19 July he breathed his last, as both of his kidneys failed. At the special request made
by the family, his mortal remains were taken to his home town at Upper Kasarkod. On 20 July
his body was kept at his residence for public viewing. His relatives, parishioners, friends and
well-wishers, including a good number of priests and religious, paid their homage.
The next day on 21 July, his body was brought to Monte Mariano, Farangipet for the
funeral. Most Rev Dr Peter Paul Saldanha, the Bishop of Mangaluru along with the provincial
minister and a large number of friars celebrated the funeral mass. Br John Alwyn Dias, provincial
minister, in his introduction exhorted the congregation to offer prayers for the departed brother.
In his homily, Fr Baptist Rodrigues highlighted the values of religious life in the light of the Word
of God, giving reference to the life of Br Clifford Fernandes. Br Joel Lopes, in his eulogy,
pictured Br Clifford as a good shepherd after the Heart of Jesus.
One may call Br Clifford Fernandes as the 'Priest of the People', for he had a gift of breaking
the Word of God, to simple people. He touched the hearts of people with clear and emotional
preaching. In him the words of prophet Jeremiah fulfilled: "I will give you shepherds after my own
heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding" (Jer 3:15). He was never tired of
preaching mission. He was in demand for Lenten preaching in Konkani, in the parishes in the
Middle East. Truly he laid down his life for the Word of God. For, while preaching the Word of
God, he collapsed.
The words of St Paul to Timothy "If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; if we
endure, we shall also reign with him" (2 Tim 2: 11-12). We believe that Br Clifford who had a
share in the sufferings of Christ now enjoys eternal bliss in heaven. May he rest in peace!
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